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IZKF Research Projects 
General information 
 

Eligibility | Funding period | Membership 

The IZKF Münster supports innovative research projects of high scientific quality with funding 
equivalent to that provided by the DFG. IZKF projects can therefore be regarded as valuable 
preparatory work for DFG applications. For this reason, a submitted third-party funding 
application (ideally to the DFG or equivalent third-party funding) is mandatory for further 
applications after receiving funding from the IZKF. 

Starting in the 2025 application year, the IZKF has decided to make the terms of IZKF research 
projects more flexible. Following the discontinuation of bridging funding for the period during 
which a continuation project is applied for at the DFG (former IZKF bonus programme), there 
are now differentiated eligibility requirements for IZKF follow-up projects, which are set out 
transparently for all applicants in this information sheet. 

When submitting a full application, applicants can choose whether they wish to apply for an 
IZKF project with a funding period of three or four years and total funding of €330,000 per 
project. This results in the following options for applying for third-party funded follow-up 
projects (see above) and new IZKF research projects. 

Opportunities for a 3-year project term:  

The three-year funding period for IZKF research projects has been in place for over 
20 years. Flexible project funding can be applied for within the maximum available 
annual budget of EUR 110,000. The eligibility criteria for a follow-up IZKF application 
are as follows: 

1. During the third funding year, the project leader submits a project application to the DFG or an equivalent third-
party funding body (#). This entitles them to submit a new IZKF project outline in the following year. 

 

2. The principal investigator has not submitted a project application to a third-party funding organisation and is 
therefore not eligible to apply in the following year. A new IZKF project outline can only be submitted in the 
second year after completion of the IZKF project.  
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Opportunities for a 4-year project term: 

The new four-year term offers advantages and disadvantages. The maximum funding amount of €330,000 
is spread over four years. From the annual budget available (2026: €82,500/year), a full postdoctoral 
position can only be financed with the applicant institution's own contribution. This model is more 
suitable for a doctoral position (contract term 3+1 years). 

This model also offers the only possibility of continuous IZKF membership and funding if a DFG application is 
submitted in the third year of funding. 

The eligibility requirements for an IZKF follow-up application are as follows: 

1. Project leaders may submit an application for third-party funding in the third or fourth year of funding. If an 
application for third-party funding is submitted towards the end of the third year of funding, a new IZKF project 
outline (with a new topic!) may be submitted in the fourth year of funding while the project is still ongoing. If 
applicants are invited to submit a full application, a new IZKF project can be started immediately after a positive 
review. In this case, membership is possible without interruption. 

 

2. If an application is submitted in the fourth funding year, a new project outline can only be submitted after 
completion of the IZKF project (12-month break). 

 

3. If no application for a third-party funded project can be verified, a new application to the IZKF is excluded until 
such verification has been provided. The rules described under 3-year project duration (paragraph 2) apply. 
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