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Sunday, 22 March 2026  

17:30-18:00 Arrival and registration 

18:00-19:00 
Auditorium 

KEYNOTE 

Medical Progress needs Medical Scientists: An Organ Transplantation Example 

Prof. Dr Christine Falk, Hannover 
Biologist, member of the German Science and Humanities Council (Wissenschaftsrat) 
and review board member of the German Research Foundation 

GET-TOGETHER & DINNER  
(Ristorante Il Gondoliere, Von-Esmarch-Straße 28, Münster) 

 
 

Monday, 23 March 2026  

9:00-9:40 
Auditorium 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPENING 

• Prof. Dr Petra Dersch 
Spokesperson for the Medical Scientist Programme ‘InFlame’, Münster 

• Prof. Dr Sven Brandau 
Spokesperson for the Medical Scientist Academy ‘UMESciA’, Essen 

WELCOMING ADDRESSES 

• Prof. Dr Frank Ulrich Müller 
Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, Münster 

• Prof. Dr Anke Hinney 
Vice Dean for Academic Career Development and Diversity,  
Faculty of Medicine, Duisburg-Essen 

INTRO: The mission of Else Kröner – who, if not us? 
Dr Alexander Lehmann, Else Kröner-Fresenius Foundation (EKFS) 

9:40-10:50 
Auditorium 

Else Kröner Schools for Medical Scientists – six examples 
Chair: Dr Alexander Lehmann 

• UMESciA – University Medicine Essen Medical Scientist Academy 
Prof. Dr Sven Brandau, Essen 

• Genomic responses to disease plasticity 
Prof. Dr Argyris Papantonis, Göttingen 

• iPRIME – Integrative (inter-)organ immunology and career development for 
medical phd-scientist 
Prof. Dr Tobias Huber, Hamburg 

• nextGENERATION: ReGENERAte Organ FuncTION 
Prof. Dr Dr Christine Happle, Hannover 

• TheRNAtics: RNA-based therapy strategies in tumor immunology and 
immune-mediated diseases 
Prof. Dr Tobias Bopp, Mainz 

• InFlame – Dynamics of inflammatory reactions 
Prof. Dr Petra Dersch, Münster 



10:50-11:00 
Foyer 

Group picture 

COFFEE BREAK 

11:30-12:45 
Auditorium 
 

PLENARY DISCUSSION 
Medical scientists – the role and specific needs of our professional group 

How can we define the term ‘medical scientist’? What’s the role of this professional 
group and what are the benefits? What specific needs do we see for the career 
development of medical scientists? And how can we implement specific funding in the 
German research landscape?  

Impulses & moderation: Prof. Dr Petra Dersch, Prof. Dr Sven Brandau 

LUNCH  

14:00-15:00 
Auditorium 

Medical progress needs medical scientists: presentation of scientific projects 
Tandem-talks about career paths and research projects from both PIs and fellows 
Chair: Prof. Dr. Hans Ulrich Humpf, Münster 

• From tumor to T cells 
Prof. Dr Annette Paschen and Dr Fang Zhao, Essen 

• Systematic in-silico reconstruction of altered genomic landscapes in cancer 
Prof. Dr Argyris Papantonis and Dr Mariano Barbieri, Göttingen 

• Spatiotemporal interaction of immune and renal cells in glomerular crescent 
formation 
Dr Lucia Testa and Dr Robin Khatri, Hamburg 

• Targeting IFN-signaling as RNA mediated therapeutic approach for systemic 
lupus erythematosus (SLE) 
Dr Myriam Meineck, Mainz 

• Metabolomics Meets Medicine: Translating Mass Spectrometry into 
Biochemical Insights 
Prof. Dr Hans Ulrich Humpf and Dr Andrea Gerdemann, Münster 

15:00-16:00 
Auditorium 

SPEED NETWORKING 
Informal exchange among colleagues from various career levels and disciplines 

COFFEE BREAK 

16:30-17:30 
Seminar A/C/D 
 

 

WORLD CAFÉ BRAINSTORMING: Research and career support for medical scientists 

• How can research and career development support and structures look like? 
Experiences and examples  
Moderation: Prof. Dr Petra Dersch, Münster 

• The power of mentoring – experiences from mentees and mentors 
Moderation: Prof. Dr Tobias Bopp, Mainz 

• How can a German Medical Scientist Network look like? 
Moderation: Prof. Dr Sven Brandau, Essen 

17:30-18:00 
Auditorium 

Presentation and discussion of the brainstorming results 
How can we lift the potential for the benefit of translational research in Germany? 
Moderation: Prof. Dr Tobias Bopp, Prof. Dr Sven Brandau, Prof. Dr Petra Dersch 

GET-TOGETHER & DINNER 

  



Tuesday, 24 March 2026  

09:00-10:00 
Auditorium 

Medical progress needs medical scientists: presentation of scientific projects 
Tandem-talks about career paths and research projects from both PIs and fellows 
Chair: Prof. Dr Jan Rossaint, Münster 

• Tumor Microenvironmental Cues Shape Heterogeneity and Aggressiveness in 
Merkel Cell Carcinoma 
Prof. Dr Jürgen Becker and Dr Nalini Kolar Srinivas, Essen 

• CAR-to-Neuron: Investigating T Cell-Neuron Interactions in CNS Autoimmunity 
Prof. Dr Francesca Odoardi and Dr Lukas Grimm, Göttingen 

• Decade-long persistence of adaptive γδ T effectors in recurrent malaria 
Prof. Dr Immo Prinz and Dr Zheng Song, Hamburg  

• The sweet pursuit: from initial insights of sialoglycan biology to bone-marrow 
regeneration 
Dr Anja Münster-Kühnel and Dr Manuel Vicente, Hannover 

• Immune cells & medical scientists: Navigating through complex environments 
Prof. Dr Tim Lämmermann and Dr Rebekka Stegmeyer, Münster 

10:00-11:00 
Auditorium 

PANEL DISCUSSION: “I did it my way” – about challenges, drawbacks and how to find 
your path in academia 
Moderation: Maren Telsemeyer 

• Prof. Dr Noelia Alonso Gonzalez, Münster 

• Prof. Dr Ulf Dittmer, Essen  

• Prof. Dr Tim Lämmermann, Münster 

• Prof. Dr Astrid Westendorf, Essen  

COFFEE BREAK 

11:30-12:15 
Auditorium 

From science to start-up: Medical scientists as founders 
Chair: Prof. Dr Sven Brandau 

• Dr Matthias Kiel, REACH Münster 

• Dr Hatim Hemeda, PL BioScience GmbH 

12:15-12:45 
Auditorium 

POSTER PITCHES: The relevance of my research for medical science 
Chair: Prof. Dr Annette Paschen 

LUNCH & POSTER VISITS 

14:15-15:45 
Auditorium  

PLENARY DISCUSSION 
The future of medical scientist programmes in Germany 

Where to go from here? How could we initiate a Medical Scientist Network?  
How can medical scientists be visible – both in analogue and digital media?  
Future developments and sustainability of the programmes? 

Moderation: Prof. Dr Sven Brandau, Prof. Dr Petra Dersch 

15:45-16:00 Closing remarks 
 



Poster overview  

Foyer (ground floor)  

Organ-specific efferocytosis is temporally regulated 

by MARCO and TIM4 in peritoneal macrophages 

Irene Aranda Pardos, Münster 

Cryo-electron tomography reveals that the kidney slit 

diaphragm resembles a fishnet pattern 

Alexandra Birtasu, Hamburg 

Integrin activation by two independently regulated 

calcium mediated pathways is required for neutrophil 

recruitment  

Anika Cappenberg, Münster 

Masked vs. Unmasked Distillation: Comparing iBOT 

and DINO for AML Cytomorphology 

Jan Ernsting, Münster 

Omics-driven insights into the regulation of human 

intestinal cell responses to inflammatory stimuli 

Andrea Gerdemann, Münster 

Regulatory T Cell Dynamics in Radiation-Induced 

Pneumopathy 

Lena Gockeln, Essen 

CAR-to-Neuron: Investigating T Cell-Neuron 

Interactions in CNS Autoimmunity 

Lukas Grimm, Göttingen 

The role of CD169+ macrophages in chronic CNS 

inflammation 

Linda Groeneweg, Münster 

Malonate-mediated neuroprotection post-cardiac 

arrest in rats 

Ali Harb, Göttingen 

Exploring the role of K.pneumoniae and bacteria-

derived outer membrane vesicles (OMVs) in viral 

pneumonia using primary human lung models 

Saskia Hinse, Münster 

Spatiotemporal interaction of immune and renal cells 

in glomerular crescent formation 

Robin Khatri, Hamburg 

Tertiary Lymphoid Structures in Merkel Cell 

Carcinoma Facilitate Naïve and Central Memory T-Cell 

Infiltration Linked to Immunotherapy Response 

Nalini Kolar Srinivas, Essen 

  

Foyer (first floor)  

TRIMming Hyperinflammation induced by Highly-

Pathogenic Respiratory Viruses via inhibition of 

TRIM28 S473 Phosphorylation 

Sriram Kumar, Münster 

Glucocorticoids and their influence on monocytes 

phagocytosis 

Yvonne Kusche, Münster 

Targeting IFN-signaling as RNA mediated therapeutic 

approach for systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) 

Myriam Meineck, Mainz 

Super-resolution imaging of brain plasticity with 

ageing & obesity 

Mansi Rajput, Göttingen 

Inhibitory effect of the Raf/MEK/ERK/RSK pathway 

against Influenza virus infections in an ex vivo lung 

model 

André Schreiber, Münster 

Decade-long persistence of adaptive γδ T effectors in 

recurrent malaria 

Zheng Song, Hamburg 

Mechanisms of neutrophil invasion across cellular 

membranes 

Rebekka Stegmeyer, Münster 

Metabolic re-programming of neo-antigen TCR T cells 

(METRO) 

Karl-Heinz Tomascowksi, Mainz 

Neutrophils in Cancer and Ageing 

Claudia Tulotta, Münster 

Studying regeneration in anorexia nervosa 

Clara Viola Voelz, Hannover 

Human induced pluripotent stem cell-derived 

cardiomyocytes integration and maturation on living 

myocardial slices 

Natalie Weber, Hannover 

Identification of circulating tumor-reactive CD8⁺ T 

cells in melanoma 

Fang Zhao, Essen 
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